INTRODUCTION.

of her character; referring him to the same critic also
for an explanation of the one circumstance in the latter
half of the play which has given rise to some discussion,
viz., Hermione's long-enduring and self-imposed banish- Hermione'
ment from her husband. It may however be of some use
to my Indian readers if, in reference to the festival which
occupies so prominent a part in the delineation of Per-
dita's character, some account is given of those held in
especial honour in bygone days.

Apart from festivals of a purely religious origin, such as old Engiis
Christmas, Easter, Whitsuntide, Hallowmas^ All Souls Day,
etc., etc., and festivals partly religious, partly patriotic,
such as St. George's Day, St. Patrick's Day, St. David's
Day, St. Crispin's Day, etc., held in honour of the epony-
mous hero or saint, there were others, some of which have
now fallen into much disuse, that celebrated a particular
season of the year. Of these the more important were
May-Day, Sheep-Shearing Time, Midsummer, Harvest
Home, and to aU of these Shakespeare has frequent
allusion. May-Day and Harvest Home still retain much
of their popularity, and are celebrated probably in every
village of any size, though the encroachment of the town
upon the country has shorn even these of some of their
enthusiasm. Speaking of the former in olden times,
"Bourne tells us how the young people were in the
habit of rising a little after midnight and walking to
some neighbouring wood, accompanied with music and
blowing of horns, where they broke down branches from
the trees, which, decorated with nosegays and garlands
of flowers, were brought home soon after sunrise, and
placed at their doors and .windows. Shakespeare, allud-
ing to this practice, informs us how eagerly it was looked